2019 SUMMER PROJECTS

CURRICULUM AND
SPEAKER SCHEDULE

SUMMER PROJECTS CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
The Mission of FOCUS is to know Christ Jesus and to fulfill His great commission. FOCUS pursues
this mission by promoting divine intimacy, authentic friendships, and spiritual multiplication. It’s
important that we understand these three things, so I will provide a brief sketch of each one. Divine
Intimacy lies at the heart of FOCUS’ culture and charism. One must know or be intimate with Christ
before sharing Him. How does one become intimate with Christ? Well, intimacy with Jesus parallels
the sort of intimacy we experience with other people, especially the intimacy we share with our
friends. Just like ordinary friendships, it’s very important that we spend time with Jesus in prayer and
the sacraments.
This leads to FOCUS’ second key virtue: authentic friendship. Authentic friendships are friendships
of integrity in which one experiences God’s love and through which one is drawn more deeply into
that love. It’s so often the case that the mysteries of the gospel are realized within the context of
communities, or groups of friends. Thus, our friendships are ordered towards our relationship with
God. Finally, Spiritual Multiplication is the method of win, build, and send by which we imitate Jesus who
invested in a few and commissioned them to do the same. FOCUS sees a deep connection between
spiritual multiplication and everything else that it promotes. In sum, these three things: Divine
Intimacy, Authentic Friendship, and Spiritual Multiplication will serve as the cornerstones for Summer
Projects.
Before moving to the details of the program, I will make an important note. Knowing Jesus involves
a real relationship with Him. This relationship is personal. That said, knowledge of Christ should not
be reduced to a subjective encounter. The subjective dimension is important, but there’s more to
any relationship than subjectivity. Consider human relationships, say a friendship. Our friendships
involve knowing certain facts about others (ex: physical qualities, place of residence, personal
histories etc.). A person’s “facts” are closely intertwined with a person’s heart. Knowing the one helps
for knowing the other, and this is also the case in our relationship with God. The Church’s doctrines
are in a sense the “facts” of God. That said, they’re not dry facts, but facts which breathe life into a
personal relationship. Doctrines (or facts) enhance and provide the foundation for spirituality. The
two grow together, each making the other more beautiful. If we forget the facts about God then we’re
in danger of losing both our relationship with God and our unity as a group of believers. Spirituality
without doctrine usually begins in frailty and ends in division. Thus, we must allow our spirituality to
be fed by our doctrine.
Summer Projects develops spiritual multipliers by immersing students in the doctrinal, sacramental,
moral, and spiritual life of the Church. This immersion takes place within the context of a community
of discipleship, which, alongside spiritual multiplication, is the irreplaceable hallmark of FOCUS’
charism. Accompanied (or discipled) by missionaries and their peers, students will participate in daily
mass, regular spiritual direction, and frequent confession. Finally, students will complete a spiritual
and intellectual curriculum which includes three elements: (1) an individual reading plan, (2) a speaker
series, and (3) a ten-week bible study.
1. Individual Reading: The Summer Projects Curriculum involves an individual reading plan carried
out in the context of discipleship. The reading plan is simple. Students will read documents
in the Summer Projects curriculum in accord with the below-listed schedule. Further, each
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student will read and discuss at least five of the FOCUS discipleship articles. Both the reading
plan and discipleship articles will be discussed each week in discipleship meetings.
2. Speaker Series: Summer students will hear two lectures each week for a total of twenty
lectures. Three factors were considered in deciding on topics for these lectures: (1) centrality
to the Church’s kerygma; (2) relevance to contemporary spirituality; and, (3) pertinence to
FOCUS’ Mission. Thus, topics for this year’s lectures range from Trinitarian theology to gender
theory to spiritual multiplication. For a detailed schedule of the Summer Projects Speaker
Series see the handout given at orientation.
3. Bible Study: Each student will participate in a bible study small group. Students will take turns
leading the small group so as to better lead their own bible studies back on campus. Students
are encouraged to use FOCUS’ Story of Salvation study, discussing one chapter each week. That
said, students may choose to lead another bible study at the discretion of the study leader, so
long as the bible study is developed by FOCUS. It is important that students gain familiarity
with FOCUS materials to better transfer their summer experience to campus.
The schedule for the Summer Projects curriculum and speaker series is as follows:

CURRICULUM SCHEDULE
Bible Study

Individual Reading

Week 1

Story of Salvation 1

Time for God, 1-43

Week 2

Salvation History 2

Time for God, 44-86

Week 3

Salvation History 3

Redemptoris Custos

Week 4

Salvation History 4

Philippe: Faith, Hope, and Love

Week 5

Salvation History 5

Letter to Women

Week 6

Salvation History 6

Confessions

Week 7

Savlation History 7

Redemptoris Missio pp. 1-30

Week 8

Salvation History 8

Redemptoris Missio pp. 31 - 60

Week 9

Leader’s Discretion

Redemptoris Missio pp. 60 - 92

Week 10

Leader’s Discretion

No Reading
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REQUIRED TALKS
Topic

Estes Tuesday

Estes Thursday

Snow Mountain

Trinitarian Theology

May 30 - Brent

May 31st - Brent

June 2nd - Brent

Marian Devotion

June 2nd, Clark

June 10th - Clark

June 7th - Clark

Theology of the Body

June 6 - Bishop

June 3 - Bishop

June 9 - Bishop

Worship and Liturgy

June 13 MacNamara

June 14 MacNamara

June 16 MacNamara

Eucharist

June 20 - Augustine

June 17th - Augustine

June 21 - Augustine

Virtue Intensive

June 18 - Barr and
Bishop

June 20th - Barr and
Bishop

June 26 - Bishop

The Early Church and Church
Authority

July 7 - Augustine OP

July 4 - Augustine OP

July 5 - Augustine OP

Catholic Anthropology

July 12 - Madden

July 15 - Madden

July 14 - Madden

Augustine

July 18 - Owens

July 19 - Owens

July 21 - Owens

Spirit-Led Discipleship and
Lifelong Catholic Mission

July 21 - Gavrilides

July 22 - Gavrilides

July 19 - Gavrilides

Spiritual Multiplication

End of Summer TBD

End of Summer - TBD

End of Summer - TBD

OPTIONAL TALKS
Topic

Estes

Snow Mountain

Catholicism and Sexual Orientation

July 9th - Carter

July 7th - Carter

Integrated Ecology - The Church and
Climate Change

June 24th - Wiker

June 23rd - Wiker

Catholicism and Feminism

July 25th - McCarthy

July 26th - McCarthy

Music and Worship

July 1st - Bartlett

June 30th - Bartlett

Catholic Social Teaching

TBD - Bishop

TBD - Bishop

Marriage Testimonials

TBD

TBD

Ignatian Prayer

TBD

TBD

Nature and Spirituality

N/A

July 12 - Powell
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2019 SUMMER PROJECTS
CHAPLAINS AND SPEAKERS
Father James Brent OP
Fr. James Dominic Brent, O.P. was born and raised in Michigan. He pursued
his undergraduate and graduate studies in Philosophy, and completed his
doctorate in Philosophy at Saint Louis University on the epistemic status
of Christian beliefs according to Saint Thomas Aquinas. He has articles in
the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy on Natural Theology, in the Oxford
Handbook of Thomas Aquinas on “God’s Knowledge and Will”, and an
article forthcoming on “Thomas Aquinas” in the Oxford Handbook of the
Epistemology of Theology. He earned his STB from the Dominican House of
Studies in 2010, and was ordained a priest in the same year. He taught in the
School of Philosophy at The Catholic University of America from 2010- 2014,
and spent the year of 2014-2015 doing full time itinerant preaching on college
campuses across the United States. Father Brent will serve as the chaplain for
several retreats as well as primary chaplain for the first three weeks of the
program in Estes. He will also give talks on Trinitarian theology and classical
anthropology.

Father Gregory Pine OP
Fr. Gregory Pine, O.P. serves presently as Assistant Director of Campus
Outreach for the Thomistic Institute. He served previously as an associate
pastor at St. Louis Bertrand Church in Louisville, KY where he also taught
as an adjunct professor at Bellarmine University. Born and raised near
Philadelphia, PA, he attended the Franciscan University of Steubenville,
studying mathematics and humanities. Upon graduating, he entered the Order
of Preachers in 2010. He was ordained a priest in 2016 and holds an STL from
the Dominican House of Studies. Father Pine will serve as chaplain July 15-29.

Brother Pier Giorgio CFR
Br. Pier Giorgio is a Franciscan Friar of the Renewal currently living in New York
City where alongside his brothers he lives a life of prayer and service to the
poor. Before joining the CFRs in 2014 he served as a FOCUS missionary in New
Jersey and Virginia. He attended Benedictine College and studied Theology
and Philosophy. Br. Pier Giorgio has a passion for mission and sharing the joy
he has experienced from encountering the person of Christ. He is particularly
inspired by the writing of St. Francis and Msgr. Luigi Giussani. He enjoys
spending time with friends, a nice cup of coffee, a good book, and cheering on
the New York Yankees. Brother Pier will serve as chaplain June 10-19.
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Father Jacob Bertrand OP
Fr. Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P. was born and raised in Connecticut. He
entered the novitiate of the Dominican Province of St. Joseph in 2010 after
earning a BS in Biomedical sciences from Marist College (Poughkeepsie, NY).
Fr. Jacob Bertrand earned a Licentiate in Sacred Theology from the Dominican
House of Studies in Washington, DC in 2017 and was ordained a priest the
same year. Fr. Jacob Bertrand served as the assistant chaplain at Dartmouth
College for one year before being appointed the Director of Vocations for the
Dominican Province of St. Joseph (Eastern Province) in July 2018. Father Jacob
will serve as chaplain June 19th – July 3rd.

Father Christopher Gama OFM
After graduating from Colorado State University with a degree in Civil
Engineering, Father Christopher Gama entered the Capuchins. He now
serves as a formation director with the Capuchins in Denver. In his time with
the Order, Father Gama has worked in various ministries with the poor, the
homeless, and the sick. He completed his philosophical and theological studies
for the priesthood at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary in Denver, CO in
2013. He recently finished a two and half year assignment as a contract priest
for the United States Army as a hospital chaplain at Evans Army Community
Hospital Fort Carson, CO. An excellent spiritual director, Father Gama will
be with Summer Projects throughout the Summer. He will be available for
spiritual direction, mass, and confession, and he will give at least one talk
on prayer, spiritual direction, and healing (date TBD). Father Gama enjoys
fly-fishing, power-lifting, and all kinds of athletics. He will serve as chaplain
throughout the summer in both Winter Park and Estes Park.

Father Brendan Rolling
Fr. Brendan Rolling, O.S.B., grew up in Minnesota. After attending World Youth
Day in Denver, Colorado, he joined St. Benedict’s Abbey in Atchison, Kansas,
and was ordained a priest in 2000. Fr. Brendan has served his community in
higher education for fifteen years as the Director of Residence Life, Assistant
Dean of Students, Director for Mission and Ministry and Chaplain at his alma
mater, Benedictine College. He has been a supporter of FOCUS since 1998
when FOCUS missionaries were first sent to Benedictine College. In 2015 he
joined the team of the FOCUS National Chaplains where he preaches retreats,
gives conferences and offers spiritual direction to missionaries. Father
Brendan will serve as Summer Projects Chaplain and speak on several topics
July 21-30.
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Father Michael Wegenka SJ
Fr. Michael Wegenka, S.J. was born in Midland, Michigan, lived briefly in
Carmel, Indiana, and grew up in Katy, Texas. He entered the Society of Jesus
when he was 18 and received a B.A. in Philosophy and English from Fordham
University in 2011 before teaching British Literature at Regis Jesuit High School
in Centennial, Colorado for three years. His greatest accomplishment during
those years teaching was repeatedly explaining the correct pronunciation of
the word “moun-t-ain”. He then received an M.Div. from Boston College in 2017
and was ordained a priest. He is currently an associate pastor at St. Charles
Borromeo Parish in Grand Coteau, Louisiana and just completed an S.T.L in
Historical Theology at Catholic University of America in his free time, writing a
thesis titled “John Cassian on the meaning of monastic patria.” (It’s both above
and within, but ultimately the Church.) In August, he will make a triumphant
return to the high school English classroom and work in pastoral ministry at
Strake Jesuit College Preparatory in Houston, Texas. He likes to run to handle
stress, returns to Colorado every chance he gets, and enjoys nothing more
than speaking about the human heart and the love of God in the company of
friends and strangers. Father Michael will serve as chaplain July 17th – August
1st.

Br. Pier Giorgio Pacelli, O.C.D.
Br. Pier Giorgio is a Discalced Carmelite friar and the Marketing and Production
Editor for the Institute of Carmelite Studies Publications (ICS Publications). He
is proudly from the Winter Olympic village of Lake Placid, NY where 6.1 million
acres of protected wilderness was his childhood playground. He became
Catholic after a conversion experience while in a Fraternity at the age of 20.
He has a Master’s in Theology from the Catholic University of America and
is currently pursuing a Master’s in Translation Studies at the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. His academic interest is the theological translation work
of St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein), a philosopher and Discalced
Carmelite nun who was martyred in 1942 by the Nazis. He is the producer and
co-host of CarmelCast, a weekly podcast on Carmelite Prayer that airs in the
Spring and Fall. Brother will serve as chaplain May 26 – June 13th.

Fr. Reynaldo Frias-Santana, OFM Cap.
Father Reynaldo is originally from the Dominican Republic. He has a
master’s degree in Technology Information Science and while working at the
Washington Theological Union, Fr. Reynaldo met the Capuchin Franciscans. He
studied Theology and Religious Studies at the Catholic University of America
(CUA). He also was the chaplain for Harrisburg Hospital in Pennsylvania. After
Hurricane Hylma and Maria hit Puerto Rico in 2017, Fr. Reynaldo was sent
there as a missionary to help with the recovery process. In August 2018 he
joined the team of FOCUS National Chaplains. Fr. Reynaldo loves outdoor
activities. He loves to play baseball, soccer, and tennis. He also like to hike
and to spend time with Jesus contemplating mother earth and the beauty of
creation. Father Reynaldo will serve as chaplain July 10th – August 10th.
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Father Larry Hoffmann
Fr. Larry was ordained on May 29, 1971 for the Diocese of Des Moines. He
grew up on a farm near the small western Iowa town of Panama. His parents
Edward and Mildred Hoffmann had full time jobs farming and raising the five
boys and five girls. He attended college seminary in Conception, Missouri
after which time he spent some of his major seminary formation in Denver,
CO. He has served as pastor at several Iowa parishes, spending the last 25
years in the Des Moines area. He had the great joy of founding a new parish,
St. Luke the Evangelist in his last assignment before retiring in July of 2018. He
has enjoyed serving in various Movements including Cursillo, Teens Encounter
Christ, RENEW, Christ Renews His Parish and most recently the Christian
Experience Weekend. During his seminary days in Denver, he fell in love with
the mountains and spent numerous vacations hiking, climbing, biking and
skiing. Father Larry will serve as chaplain July 7-14.

Father John Curran, LC
Is one of 11 children (3 boys 8 girls), born in San Diego, California. The family
moved a lot and ended up South Bend IN. Fr John graduated from the
University of Notre Dame and entered the Legion upon graduation in 1984.
Seminary studies were in Connecticut, Salamanca, Spain and Rome, Italy. Fr
John was ordained in December 1996. He has a Masters Degree in Scripture
from Holy Apostles College and Seminary. As a priest, he served as secretary
for the Legionary provincial (“territorial director”), school chaplain in Georgia,
rector of the minor seminary. Currently Fr John serves as a vocational director.
He has done missions on Skid Row (Los Angeles), 3 mission trips to Nicaragua,
and some prison ministry. Father John will serve as chaplain June 17-26.

Father Timothy Anastos
After graduating with a degree in Linguistics from University of Illinois, Fr.
Timothy Anastos entered the seminary for the Archdiocese of Chicago. Fr.
Anastos completed his theology studies at the Pontifical University of St.
Thomas Aquinas in Rome and was ordained to the Priesthood in 2017. He is
now currently assigned as the parochial vicar at Mary Seat of Wisdom Parish in
Park Ridge Illinois. Only 2 years ordained, Father Anastos considers himself still
in the honeymoon phase of his priesthood, loving every single second of his
ministry. Father Tim will serve as chaplain June 17-30.
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Fr. Augustine Reisenauer, O.P.
Father Augustine is a Dominican friar of the Province of St. Joseph. He was
born and raised in Washington state. He is currently a doctoral candidate in
historical theology at the University of Notre Dame, where he also completed
his bachelor and master degrees before joining the Order of Preachers.
After finishing his licentiate in sacred theology at the Dominican House of
Studies and being ordained to the priesthood, Fr. Augustine taught theology
at Providence College for three years, during which time he also served as
the Catholic chaplain of Brown University for one year. He researches and
publishes in the areas of early Christianity and medieval studies. Fr. Augustine
will be speaking on the connection between the Church and the Eucharist as it
is presented by patristic theologians, visiting Summer Projects July 4-8.

Father Luke Hoyt
Fr. Luke was born in Berkeley, CA, where he was raised in the Dominican
parish of St. Mary Magdalene until his family moved to eastern Ohio. He is the
second of five children. He received a Bachelors of Music from the University
of Michigan, where he studied piano performance. As a seminarian for the
Diocese of Steubenville, he received a Bachelors of Philosophy from the
Pontifical College Josephinum. He is grateful to be a Dominican friar who can
devote his life to the ministry of the Word. Father Luke will serve as chaplain
July 1st – 8th.

Father Joseph Taphorn
Fr. Joe Taphorn was born and raised in Omaha, Nebraska. His college
years were spent at Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas. During these
years he discerned his vocational call, and enrolled in the seminary after
graduation. He attended the Pontifical College Josephinum in Columbus,
Ohio, earning a Master of Divinity degree and a Master of Arts degree in
Theology, and was ordained for the Archdiocese of Omaha in 1997. His first
priestly assignment was as associate pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in Norfolk,
Nebraska. Fr. Taphorn was then sent to the Pontifical Gregorian University
in Rome, Italy, where he earned an advanced degree in canon law in 2002.
From 2002 to 2017 he served in various roles in the central administration of
the Archdiocese of Omaha. During these years he became more involved in
college campus ministry and FOCUS, serving missionaries in spiritual direction
and giving retreats both in Omaha and nationally. In 2016 he was named the
founding pastor and director of the St. John Paul II Newman Center at the
University of Nebraska at Omaha. In January, 2019 he departed Omaha to
become rector of the Saint Paul Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. Father will
serve as chaplain July 2nd – 12th.
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Father Ryan Adorjan
Father Ryan Adorjan is a priest of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet-inIllinois. He is the parochial vicar of the Cathedral of Saint Raymond Nonnatus
and Sacred Heart parish, both in Joliet. Father Ryan studied English with
an emphasis in writing and Secondary Education at North Central College
before entering St. John Vianney Seminary at the University of St. Thomas in
St. Paul, Minnesota. He holds Bachelor’s Degrees in Philosophy and Catholic
Studies from St. Thomas. In 2018, Fr. Ryan completed seminary formation
at the University of Saint Mary of the Lake – Mundelein Seminary, where
he earned a Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology (STB) and a Master’s degree
in Divinity (M.Div.). He was ordained to the priesthood on May 26, 2018 by
Bishop R. Daniel Conlon. Fr. Ryan is currently pursuing a Master of Arts degree
in Catholic Studies from the University of St. Thomas in Minnesota. Father
Ryan is a frequent speaker in his home diocese and around the country. He
has developed four parish missions: “Become an Evangelist”, “The Theory of
Everything”, “Born in Wonder – Welcoming the Christ”, and “Facing Mercy.” Father
Ryan will join as chaplain July 27th – August 3rd.

Denis MacNamara Ph.D.
Dr. Denis McNamara is Associate Professor of Sacramental Aesthetics and
Academic Director at the Liturgical Institute, a graduate program in Liturgical
Studies on the campus of Chicago’s Mundelein Seminary. The author of three
books and numerous article on liturgy with a particular interest in the Church’s
great tradition of art and architecture, he has taught for nearly twenty years
about how the sacred liturgy demonstrates God’s love for his people through
encounter with His own Presence. A frequent presenter who translates high
theology into everyday understanding, he has appeared frequently on Catholic
and secular television and radio, and is co-host of a podcast on the sacred
liturgy called “The Liturgy Guys,” which won “Best Catholic Podcast” from
Fisher’s Net in 2017. Denis will visit summer projects, speaking on liturgical
theology June 12th – 17th.

Adam Bartlett
Adam Bartlett is the President and Editor of Illuminare Publications and is
editor of the Lumen Christi Series. He has served as a parish and cathedral
music director for over 10 years, and has previously served as Assistant
Director of the Liturgical Institute, Mundelein, and as professor of Liturgical
Chant at Mundelein Seminary. He studied music at Arizona State University,
liturgy at The Liturgical Institute, Mundelein, and Gregorian chant at St.
Meinrad Archabbey under the direction of Fr. Columba Kelly, OSB. Adam
teaches, speaks and writes extensively on topics of liturgical music. Adam will
speak on our participation in the liturgy through music.
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Paco Gavrilides
Francisco (Paco) Gavrilides is currently serving as Homiletics Instructor at
Sacred Heart Major Seminary, Detroit, MI. He received the equivalent of the
STB at the Archdiocesan Seminary in Monterrey, Mexico, and has completed
his Licentiate Degree in the New Evangelization at Sacred Heart. Paco has been
active in the apostolic and evangelistic ministry for many years. As a convert
to the Catholic Church since 1968, Paco has dedicated his life to serving Christ
in the Church with a passion to share the Gospel. He is a teacher, speaker
and evangelist. He has actively collaborated with the mission work of Renewal
Ministries, an outreach dedicated to evangelization and spiritual renewal in
the Catholic Church, nationally and internationally. For more than twenty
years he was involved in lay missionary work, helping to form small ecclesial
communities throughout Latin America, Spain and the United States. For
ten years he was Coordinator and Emcee for the Archdiocesan wide Catholic
Men’s Conferences. His ministry to men; preaching, teaching and counseling,
has had him serving them on the local, national and international levels. Paco
served in the Office for Evangelization for six years before his appointment to
the Seminary. He is cofounder of New Leaven, a ministry of discipleship and
transformation to individuals and couples seeking a deeper maturation in
Christ. www.newleaven.org As a frequent conference speaker, with bilingual
skills in English and Spanish, he gives retreats and missions on faith and
conversion, spiritual growth and prayer, and spiritual leadership and family
life. With his wife, Inez, he gives retreats and workshops for married couples.
Paco and Inez have three children and reside in Ypsilanti, Michigan. Paco will
speak on discipleship and life-long mission within the context of the parish.

John Bishop
Pictured with his five siblings (and sister in law), John Bishop works in various
capacities for the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS). John
graduated from Benedictine college with degrees in Philosophy and Economics
(2012), obtained a masters in philosophy of religion at Baylor University (2014),
spent some time in seminary, and he is now a full-time PhD student at the
Catholic University of America specializing in moral and systematic theology.
His interests include sex ethics, virtue theory, Thomas Aquinas, and John Paul
II. He is writing his dissertation on the nature of masculinity in the light of the
gospel. He has written bible studies and other curriculum for FOCUS as well as
several academic publications. John is the director of FOCUS Summer Projects.
His main talks include John Paul’s Theology of the Body, Catholic Social Teaching,
and Virtue Ethics.
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James Madden PhD
Jim Madden lives in Atchison with his wife (Jennifer) and their six children;
William, Martha, J. Patrick, Brendan, Jack, and Cormac. Dr. Madden and his wife
teach NFP and marriage preparation courses. He is also interested in strategy
games, power lifting, and endurance sports (running, cycling, and swimming).
He is originally from Wisconsin, where he received a B.A. from St. Norbert
College, and did his graduate work at Kent State (MA, 1998) and Purdue (Ph.D.,
2002). He was awarded the Benedictine College Distinguished Educator of the
Year Award in 2006. Jim has interests in early-modern philosophy, philosophy
of mind, and various other philosophical topics. He is widely acclaimed for his
recent defense of Aristotelian-Thomistic philosophical anthropology in Mind,
Matter, Nature: A Thomistic Proposal for the Philosophy of Mind. Jim will spend a
few days at Summer Projects, speaking on “The Soul and Neuroscience”.

David Augustine
A brilliant young theologian, David L. Augustine is a Ph.D. Candidate in
Systematic Theology at the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C.
He received his Master of Arts Liturgical Studies degree from the Liturgical
Institute at University of St. Mary of the Lake in Mundelein, IL. He is the
research assistant for Dr. Matthew Levering. He is the research assistant
for Dr. Matthew Levering and is a specialist in the theology of Matthias J.
Scheeben. With no religious convictions until his mid-twenties, David had
a conversion to Christ that began in the protestant world and ended in the
Catholic Church. David will speak on Eucharistic theology.

Gideon Barr
A Missouri native, Gideon Barr is currently a doctoral candidate in Theology
at Ave Maria University. His principal theological interest is natural law and
its function in theology, especially the thought of St. Thomas Aquinas. Gideon
first met FOCUS in college, shortly after his reception into the Catholic Church.
Apart from studying theology, he is an avid powerlifter. Gideon will spend
several days at Summer Projects and is interested in talking about all things
theological! Gideon will team up with John Bishop to speak on the natural and
theological virtues.
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Anna Carter
Chronologically speaking, Anna loved books, the outdoors, boys, Christ and
the Church, girls, and, finally, an integrated life. After earning Theology &
Catechetics degrees from the Franciscan University of Steubenville, Anna
became a NET missionary, theology teacher, and campus minister. In
2017, Anna co-founded Eden Invitation, an evangelistic outreach to young
adult Christians experiencing same sex desires and gender discordance. As
president, she serves most often as the vision-caster, general ringleader, and
resident wordsmith. She writes and speaks across the country, inviting others
into abundant life in the midst of our longings. For persons experiencing
romantic desires for the same sex, choosing to live by a Catholic sexual ethic is
a place of both confusion and commitment. If desire is off-kilter, where do we
direct it? Together we example three potential stumbling blocks for same-sex
attracted Catholics, as well as opportunities for grace and abundant life in the
midst of our longings. Anna will visit both Summer Projects locations speaking
on chastity, desire, and same sex attraction.

Benjamin Wiker Ph.D.
Benjamin Wiker is, first of all, a husband and a father of seven children. He
graduated from Furman University with a B.A. in Political Philosophy. He has
an M.A. in Religion and a Ph.D. in Theological Ethics, both from Vanderbilt
University. Dr. Wiker taught at Marquette University, then St. Mary’s University
(MN), Thomas Aquinas College (CA), and is now Professor of Political Science
and Director of Human Life Studies at Franciscan University (OH). During
these many years of teaching, he offered a wide variety of courses in political
philosophy, philosophy, theology, history, the history and philosophy of
science, the history of ethics, the Great Books, Latin, and even mathematics.
Dr. Wiker is a Senior Fellow at the Veritas Center for Ethics and Public Life,
Franciscan University, and Director of Human Life Studies at Franciscan
University in Steubenville, OH. He has published fourteen books. He is also
the writer and host of EWTN’s Saints vs Scoundrels. Dr. Wiker will speak on
environmental stewardship with a particular emphasis on climate change.
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Margaret McCarthy
Professor McCarthy received her doctoral degree in theology at the Pontifical
John Paul II Institute at the Lateran University in Rome (1994), with a
dissertation on the contemporary theology of predestination. Since then her
teaching and writing has focused on various themes belonging to theological
anthropology, especially relative to the question of sexual difference: the imago
Dei, person, equality, experience, and the problem of love (the “eros-agape
problem”), but also relative to the larger nature-grace problematic through
Christocentrism and the doctrine of predestination. Professor McCarthy
has been teaching at the John Paul II Institute since 1992. She is the Editor
of Humanum: Issues in Family, Culture, and Science and also serves on the
editorial board of the English edition of Communio: International Catholic
Review. Dr. McCarthy will speak on the Church’s view of masculinity and
femininity.

Shane Owens
Shane Owens is a doctoral candidate in Historical Theology at the Catholic
University of America. His research focuses on Latin Patristics, particularly the
life and thought of Saint Augustine of Hippo. He has taught theology at CUA
as well as at Franciscan University of Steubenville and the Dominican House of
Studies (DC). A cradle Catholic and native of Jacksonville, FL, Shane experienced
the Eucharistic Lord in a profound way through a campus ministry retreat
at the University of Miami, igniting his pursuit of Jesus in learning and love.
FOCUS’s international conference and pilgrimage to Madrid in 2011 played an
important role in deepening and solidifying this relationship. While attending
Franciscan University for graduate school, he met his now wife, Esther (nee
Power), with whom he has a beautiful baby boy, Bobby. Shane will speak on
Augustine and the New Evangelization.

The Sisters of Life
The Sisters of Life is a contemplative / active religious community of
women founded in 1991 by John Cardinal O’Connor for the protection
and enhancement of the sacredness of every human life. Like all religious
communities, we take the three traditional vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience. We also are consecrated under a special, fourth vow to protect
and enhance the sacredness of human life. Reverence and gratitude for the
unique and unrepeatable gift of each human life made in the image and
likeness of God fuels the prayer of each Sister, our first mission in building the
Kingdom of God and the “Culture of Life.” The sisters will join Summer Projects
on two occasions, June 3-7 and July 9-12 (time split between Estes and Snow
Mountain).
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Father Luke Clark
Fr. Luke hails from the great city of Philadelphia. While attending college
seminary He experienced his priestly call deepen with a great attraction
towards religious life. This ultimately led to him discerning a call to the
Dominican friars and he was ordained in 2004. After ordination Fr. Luke served
as campus minister at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville. Following
four years of campus ministry he was made pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas
University Parish serving the same university. During his six years as pastor
he oversaw the construction of a new priory and worked with a vibrant and
faithful team of priests and lay people that expanded the ministry at the
parish. In 2014 Fr. Luke was elected prior of the Dominican House of Studies.
He will serve as chaplain Mary 26 – June 17th.

Scott Powell Ph.D.
Scott Powell is Director of the Aquinas Institute for Catholic Thought, an
outreach to the University of Colorado in Boulder. He is also an adjunct
professor at Denver’s Augustine Institute and has spent the last decade
teaching Theology and the Scriptures to groups of all ages. He and his wife
Annie are the directors and founders of Camp Wojtyla, a Catholic adventure
program for youth based in the Colorado Rockies. Scott received his PhD in
Scripture at the Maryvale Institute/Liverpool Hope University in England. He,
his wife Annie, and two children, Lily Avila and Samuel Isaac, live near Boulder,
Colorado.
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